
From breakdown to breakthrough: a former GIP’s story of triumph 
 
Lalacinticay “Lala” Bulusan was born 
visually impaired. Growing up, she faced 
countless struggles, from being bullied to 
discriminated. She fought these struggles 
with a firm conviction that her handicap is 
not a chainthat will keep her from 
achieving her dreams. 
 
Despite the hardships, Lala graduated 
with a degree in Elementary Education 
and set herself to take the Licensure 
Examination for Teachers (LET). Her 
hardships were rewarded when she 
successfully passed and became a 
licensed teacher. Her struggles however 
did not end there. She had to compete 
with other applicants due to the limited 
number of teaching loads available. She 
did not make it due to lack of experience. 

 
Undeterred, Lala decided to take her chances once more and applied in other government 
agencies. Unfortunately, she received numerous refusals. Lala was anxious but kept her 
faith. She was at the lowest point of her life but persevered in sending more applications 
until she landed a job at the Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE) thru the 
recommendation of a Public Employment Service Office (PESO). Lala was hired as an 
Intern under the department’s Government Internship Program (GIP). 
 
Lala was assigned in the Public Library of the Municipality of Abulug. In her months of 
service as an intern, she displayed exemplary performance in fulfilling her tasks and her 
eagerness to learn her work.  With Lala’s dedication and commitment, her immediate 
supervisor no longer needed to intervene with Lala’s tasks. As an intern, Lala always 
gives her best in all of the tasks that is assigned to her. It is with her work ethic and 
laudable work performance that led her immediate supervisor to recommend her for a job 
order position at the office of the market inspector under the treasury office of LGU 
Abulug. 
 
Fast forward to today and after 2 years of working as a job order, she now holds a 
permanent position as a Revenue Collection Officer (RCO) at the treasury office of LGU 



Abulug. Looking back, Lala is grateful for the experiences and lessons that she received 
during her internship. GIP opened a lot of doors of opportunities and developed further 
her capacity to work and serve others. 
 
“I experienced a lot of challenges but I never let these define me. I had a lot of breakdowns 
but I kept on fighting until I had a breakthrough. I may be half blind but I never let go of 
my vision of a better future for me as well as for my family,” Lala said. ### 
 
Being successful is the desire all of us residing over this lovely planet. It does not matter 
whether the concerned person is a child, youth or the old aged, at each and every stage 
of our wide life span, it is our inbuilt desire to be successful and proceed forward 
consistently towards more massive success. 
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